
Name: __________________________________ Period:    1    2    3    5 
Models and the Enlightenment Study Guide (Part 1) 

Use the information in your Social Science folder to answer the following questions. If more 
space is needed, use additional pages OR use notecards. 

Models: 

Define what a model is: 

 

Tell what models are used for: 

 

Describe and give examples of the three types of models: 

 

Explain what makes a good model and what leads to models being changed: 

 

Tell why it is difficult to throw models away: 

 

The Solar System: A Changing Model:  Identify each of the following 
individuals/groups; tell how they contributed to the model of the universe (what did they 
believe? What did they add/change?): 

Ancient Greek scientists: 

Ptolemy: 

Copernicus: 

Kepler: 

Galileo: 

Newton: 

Einstein: 

 



Enlightenment Thinkers: Define the following terms: 

absolutism/absolute monarch: 

constitutional monarchy: 

sovereign: 

state of nature: 

social contract: 

Describe the identified information for each philosophe: 

Thomas Hobbes:  

 What the State of Nature was like: 

 Who the social contract was between: 

Purpose of Government: 

 Best form of government: 

John Locke: 

 What the State of Nature was like: 

 Who the social contract was between: 

Purpose of Government: 

 Best form of government: 

Charles Montesquieu: 

What caused people to form society: 

Purpose of Government: 

 Best form of government: 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: 

State of nature:  

 Social contract:  

 Best form of government: 


